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(5) The treatment involves amputa-
tion of an extremity, or a major part of
an extremity.

[45 FR 55621, Aug. 20, 1980, as amended at 59
FR 1636, Jan. 12, 1994]

PRESUMPTIVE DISABILITY AND
BLINDNESS

§416.931 The meaning of presumptive
disability or presumptive blindness.

If you are applying for supplemental
security income benefits on the basis of
disability or blindness, we may pay you
benefits before we make a formal find-
ing of whether or not you are disabled
or blind. In order to receive these pay-
ments, we must find that you are pre-
sumptively disabled or presumptively
blind. You must also meet all other eli-
gibility requirements for supplemental
security income benefits. We may
make these payments to you for a pe-
riod not longer than 6 months. These
payments will not be considered over-
payments if we later find that you are
not disabled or blind.

[45 FR 55621, Aug. 20, 1980, as amended at 57
FR 53853, Nov. 13, 1992]

§416.932 When presumptive payments
begin and end.

We may make payments to you on
the basis of presumptive disability or
presumptive blindness before we make
a formal determination about your dis-
ability or blindness. The payments can
not be made for more than 6 months.
They start for a period of not more
than 6 months beginning in the month
we make the presumptive disability or
presumptive blindness finding. The
payments end the earliest of—

(@) The month in which we make a
formal finding on whether or not you
are disabled or blind;

(b) The month for which we make the
sixth monthly payment based on pre-
sumptive disability or presumptive
blindness to you; or

(c) The month in which you no longer
meet one of the other eligibility re-
quirements (e.g., your income exceeds
the limits).

[45 FR 55621, Aug. 20, 1980, as amended at 57
FR 53853, Nov. 13, 1992]
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8§416.933 How we make a finding of
presumptive disability or presump-
tive blindness.

We may make a finding of presump-
tive disability or presumptive blind-
ness if the evidence available at the
time we make the presumptive disabil-
ity or presumptive blindness finding re-
flects a high degree of probability that
you are disabled or blind. In the case of
readily observable impairments (e.g.,
amputation of extremities, total blind-
ness), we will find that you are disabled
or blind for purposes of this section
without medical or other evidence. For
other impairments, a finding of disabil-
ity or blindness must be based on medi-
cal evidence or other information that,
though not sufficient for a formal de-
termination of disability or blindness,
is sufficient for us to find that there is
a high degree of probability that you
are disabled or blind. For example, for
claims involving the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV), the So-
cial Security Field Office may make a
finding of presumptive disability if
your medical source provides us with
information that confirms that your
disease manifestations meet the sever-
ity of listing-level criteria for HIV. Of
course, regardless of the specific HIV
manifestations, the State agency may
make a finding of presumptive disabil-
ity if the medical evidence or other in-
formation reflects a high degree of
probability that you are disabled.

[58 FR 36063, July 2, 1993]

8§416.934 Impairments which may war-
rant a finding of presumptive dis-
ability or presumptive blindness.

We may make findings of presump-
tive disability and presumptive blind-
ness in specific impairment categories
without obtaining any medical evi-
dence. These specific impairment cat-
egories are—

(a) Amputation of two limbs;

(b) Amputation of a leg at the hip;

(c) Allegation of total deafness;

(d) Allegation of total blindness;

(e) Allegation of bed confinement or
immobility without a wheelchair,
walker, or crutches, due to a long-
standing condition, excluding recent
accident and recent surgery;

(f) Allegation of a stroke (cerebral
vascular accident) more than 3 months
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